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Bowers Problem 
 
     Mary Sowash was born __ ___ 18__ in __________ Co., __.  She married _________ 
(perhaps David) Bower/Bowers or perhaps Powers (born __ ___ 18__ in __________ Co., 
__., son of __________ and _________ (________) Bower) on __ ___ 18__ in __________ 
Co., __.  Mary was listed in the 1827 will of her father John Sowash, Sr. (Soash_03)   She 
received one dollar, with the rest of her one-eleventh share of the estate going to her 
unnamed children. 
 

I Give & Bequeath to my Daughter Mary Sowash Bowers the sum of one 
Dollar to be paid out of the first monies received by my Executors out of my 
Real estate & the residue of said share, I Give & bequeath to the children of 
the Said Mary Bowers to be equally divided among them. An I do hereby 
declare that it is my will That my _____ friend Adam Saar [?] be a Guardian 
and caretaker for each & every of the children of the aforesaid Mary Bowers 
until they shall arrive at an age to choose for themselves. Their respective 
shares with the increase thereof to be paid when they separately [?] come of 
age. 

  The child of Mary who seems relatively certain was Mary Elizabeth Bowers, born __ 
___ 18__ in __________ Co., __.   

 
     In the letters of administration of Catherine (Thomas) Sowash,  Mary's mother, in 1851, it 
listed three payments to Mary Bowers' child "1/5 of 1/11".  The children of Mary were to 
inherit one-eleventh of her father's estate to be divided equally.  This would indicate there 
were five children in 1851. 
  
     In the 1850 Westmoreland Co., PA. census (North Huntington Twp., 220/226), there was 
a Henry Bowers (age 43), his wife Barbara perhaps FAG (age 42), and four children:  Ann 
(Bowers) Mckee (1841-1929), Debora (age 8), Henry Clay (age 4?), Margaret (age 4), and 
Daniel (age 3).  They were right beside Catherine (Thomas) Sowash (1/W/).  The names do 
not fit well with other data on the Bowers family, but being next to Catherine could indicate a 
kinship. Perhaps this Henry was the husband of Mary Sowash Bowers and he remarried 
Barbara after Mary died?  Pure speculation. 
 
     In the will of Mary's sister Elizabeth Sowash in 1854 (Soash_06), it listed Mary Elizabeth 
Bowers, daughter of David Bowers.  No relationship was listed, but it would seem that David 
was the husband of Mary.  It also listed a niece Margaret Barnhart, who may fit into this line.  
Henry Barnhart is the executor of the will.  This may be the husband of Margaret?  The rest of 
the inheritors of the will have been accounted for. 
 
     In the will of Mary's sister Catherine Sowash in 1882 (Soash_ 16), it listed a Mary 
Robertson, deceased, and her children Rachel Emma (who married an Elliot), Anna, Jennie, 
Oley, and Kattie.  This may be Mary Elizabeth Bowers who then married __________ 
Robertson.  Other people listed are Ann (Howell) Steiner, Manerva (Howell) Gray, Catherine 
(Howell) McGrew, children of Sarah (Sowash?) Howell. 
 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1850usfedcenancestry&indiv=try&h=5529609
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=34600687
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=PADeathCollection&h=3517880&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&rhSource=8054
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     In the will of Mary's sister Ann Sowash in 1889 (Soash_66), there was a Joseph Bowers 
who certainly seems connected to this line and a William Bruce Barnhart who may be 
connected.  Other unconnected people listed are Annie Large and Elizabeth Sarver (see 
2C4I).  
























